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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

  

(Washington DC) Today, in an overwhelming, bipartisan vote of 415-0, the United States
House of Representatives honored Mr. Juan Antonio "Chi-Chi" Rodriguez.  Congressman Luis
V. Gutierrez (D-IL) is the original Sponsor of H. Res. 1029, "Congratulating and recognizing Mr.
Juan Antonio 'Chi-Chi' Rodriguez for his continued success on and off of the golf course, for his
generosity and devotion to charity, and for his exemplary dedication to the intellectual and moral
growth of thousands of low-income and disadvantaged youth in our country."

  

Rep. Gutierrez stood on the floor of the House of Representatives Wednesday and made the
following statement:

  

Madam Speaker, I rise today in strong support of H. Res. 1029, "Congratulating and
recognizing Mr. Juan Antonio 'Chi-Chi' Rodriguez for his continued success on and off the golf
course, for his generosity and devotion to charity, and for his exemplary dedication to the
intellectual and moral growth of thousands of low-income and disadvantaged youth in our
country."  I am proud to have introduced this resolution honoring a great American.

  

Chi-Chi Rodriguez was born the fifth of six children to an agricultural worker and a housekeeper
in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico.  From these humble beginnings, he rose to become one of the
nation's most talented professional golfers. Using his skills and status to benefit others, Chi-Chi
is distinguished as a great humanitarian and role model for children across the nation.

  

 1 / 2



Gutierrez Bill to Honor Humanitarian "Chi-Chi" Rodriguez Passes Unanimously on House Floor

Chi-Chi joined the ranks of professional golfer at the age of 24, and over the next four decades
he earned 38 professional wins including eight Professional Golfers' Association tour wins and
22 Senior PGA tour wins.

  

In 1979, Chi-Chi used his national recognition as a great sportsman to help found the Chi-Chi
Rodriguez Youth Foundation and the Chi-Chi Rodriguez Academy, which have collectively
raised four million dollars to assist disadvantaged youth.  The Chi-Chi Rodriguez Foundation
has been honored by the National Golf Foundation, the Jackie Robinson Foundation, and the
Points of Light Foundation for its youth and community service efforts.  Chi-Chi has also joined
with the FBI Agents Association to create the Chi-Chi Rodriguez G-Man Desert Shootout
Tournament in order to fund college scholarships for the children of FBI agents killed in the line
of duty.

  

Chi-Chi has been heard to say, "For me, satisfaction comes from knowing that I was put on this
planet to make it better."  This philosophy has guided his life and made him an example of
determination and generosity of spirit.

  

Madame Speaker, as members of Congress, one of our great honors is to recognize our fellow
citizens who stand out as exceptional individuals.  I am proud to support this resolution honoring
a great Puerto Rican American humanitarian.
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